
THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

EPHESUS AND US



THE BIG PICTURE



AN ENEMY In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth. (Gen 1:1)

Now the serpent was more crafty than 

any of the wild animals the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, "Did 

God really say,`You must not eat from 

any tree in the garden'?" (Gen 3:1)

The great dragon . . . that ancient 

serpent called the devil, or Satan, who 

leads the whole world astray. 

(Rev 12:9)



A BATTLE Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 

desert to be tempted by the devil. 

(Mat 4:1)

Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they 

fell down before him and cried out, "You 

are the Son of God." (Mar 3:11)

Then Satan entered Judas, called 

Iscariot, one of the Twelve. (Luk 22:3)



A VICTORY So the LORD God said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this, "Cursed 

are you above all the livestock and all 

the wild animals! You will crawl on 

your belly and you will eat dust all the 

days of your life. And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and 

between your offspring and hers; he 

will crush your head, and you will 

strike his heel." (Gen 3:14-15)



A VICTORY The God of peace will soon crush 

Satan under your feet. (Rom 16:20)

The reason the Son of God appeared 

was to destroy the devil's work. 

(1John 3:8)

having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over 

them by the cross. (Col 2:15)



ANY QUESTIONS?



WE NEED TO SEE THIS CLEARLY



GIVE
WISDOM

We have our own battles

But we are also part of  something 

bigger

Something of  huge significance for 

whole of  humanity

We matter



GIVE
FOCUS

Peace time and war time are very 

different.

The Queen Mary. A luxury liner in 

peace time. A troop carrier in war 

time

It is a big mistake to live as if  at 

peace in a time of  war



GIVE
FELLOWSHIP

Life is very isolating

This shows we are not on our own

I looked and there before me was a 

great multitude that no-one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, 

people and language (Rev 7:9)



GIVE
CONFIDENCE

We have champion

His name is Jesus

He is mighty in battle

Pictured by his mighty works

He is our David



GIVE
CONFIDENCE

The reason the Son of God appeared 

was to destroy the devil's work. 

(1John 3:8)

having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over 

them by the cross. (Col 2:15)



GIVE A 
PRIORITY

Put on the full armour of God so that 

you can take your stand against the 

devil's schemes. For our struggle is 

not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this 

dark world and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

(Eph 6:11-12)



BUT HARD TO SEE



BEHIND 
THE 
SCENES

Not in every culture

But generally in ours

Though that is changing



BEHIND 
THE 
SCENES



THE BATTLE 
IS OFTEN
INVISIBLE

Our culture dismisses it

It is not a factor in our thinking

So we simply miss it

We are easy prey



THIS IS WHERE ACTS 19 COMES IN



EPHESUS Important city

Centre of  Paganism





EPHESUS Important city

Centre of  Paganism

Centre of  the Occult



EPHESUS Many of those who believed now 

came and openly confessed their 

evil deeds. A number who had 

practised sorcery brought their 

scrolls together and burned them 

publicly. When they calculated the 

value of the scrolls, the total came to 

fifty thousand drachmas. 

(Act 19:18-19)



EPHESUS A drachma was a silver coin.

It was the going rate for a days work.

50 000 drachmas would employ a 

worker every day for 137 years!

Conclusion – the occult was strong in 

Ephesus



PAUL 
COMES 
AND SOME 
AMAZING
THINGS
HAPPEN

19.1-7 - an encouraging start as 

Paul finds

19.8-10 - then two years of  

teaching and preaching

19.11-22 - some key moments in 

the battle

19.23-41 - Satan’s fightback



A REAL 
INSIGHT
INTO THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

We see how God wages war

Through his Son

Through his Spirit

Through his Word

Through his people

Through all people



A REAL 
INSIGHT
INTO THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

We see how Satan wages war 

Open and defiant: The roaring lion

Deceptive: The performing lion

Under cover: The angel of  light

Arms length: The puppet master 



ANY QUESTIONS?



THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

EPHESUS AND US


