
THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

EPHESUS AND US



SATAN! REALLY?



OUR 
CULTURE 
LAUGHS 
AT THE 
IDEA OF 
SATAN

Two centuries ago we all believed 

in evil . . . 

Outside Evil - the demonic realm

Inside Evil - original sin

But now we have moved on . . . 



OUR 
CULTURE 
LAUGHS 
AT THE 
IDEA OF 
SATAN

For two centuries we have believed 

‘evil’ is explained by natural 

processes.

Bad parenting - psychology

Brain chemistry - biology

Unjust social structures - sociology

If  you do ‘bad’ things something 

must have happened to you.



OUR 
CULTURE 
LAUGHS 
AT THE 
IDEA OF 
SATAN

But there is a problem.

No doubt what happens to us has 

a big influence, but can it really 

explain the evil we see in the 

world?

In the 20th Century Nazism 

flourished in one of  the most 

cultured countries the world has 

has ever seen.

How do you explains that?



Andrew Delbanco

A gulf has opened up in our 

culture between the 

visibility of evil and the 

intellectual resources 

available for coping with it



Thomas Harris 
The Silence of the Lambs

“What happened to you that 

made you like this?”



Thomas Harris 
The Silence of the Lambs

“Nothing happened to me, 

Officer Starling. I happened. 

You can’t reduce me to a set 

of influences . . .”



Thomas Harris 
The Silence of the Lambs

“Look at me, Officer Starling. 

Can you stand to say I’m 

evil?”



HERE 
IS OUR 
QUESTION 
TO OUR 
SECULAR 
WORLD



TIM KELLER

What I want to know is 

what do you say to the 

monster? 



TIM KELLER

The Bible has a paradigm 

that can account for 

what’s out there. It can 

account for Hannibal 

Lecter. 



NOW HERE’S A THOUGHT



MAYBE 
OUR 
CULTURE 
HAS 
GOT IT 
WRONG?

We don’t assume we get everything 

right do we?

Certainly most cultures in the 

world today, and through history, 

believe in supernatural good and 

evil.

And our ideas do not seem to 

account for the realities around us.



AND 
WHAT 
ABOUT
OUR 
OWN 
EXPERIENCE

Ever been shocked at what people 

are capable of?

Ever been shocked at what you are 

capable of?

Sometime we do things, or we say 

things, and afterwards we wonder 

what ever possessed us.



TIM KELLER

Either there are people in 

your life who have done 

things to you you cannot 

believe, or you yourself have 

done things you are 

absolutely astounded by. 



TIM KELLER

Five years ago you would 

never have imagined you 

could have done that. Ten 

years ago, never, ever 

imagined. You’re shattered. 



TIM KELLER

Do you know why? Because 

you think we’re just wrestling 

with flesh and blood. 



IF WE 
ARE 
WRONG 
ABOUT EVIL
WE ARE IN 
BIG 
TROUBLE



TIM KELLER

Our theories of the 

manageability and 

controllability of evil have left 

us absolutely defenceless. 

We can’t figure it out. We’re 

continually shocked. 



MARTYN LLOYD-JONES

The terrible, tragic fallacy of the 

last hundred years has been to 

think that all man's troubles are 

due to his environment, and that 

to change the man you have 

nothing to do but change his 

environment. 



MARTYN LLOYD-JONES

That is a tragic fallacy. It 

overlooks the fact that it was in 

Paradise that man fell.



IF WE 
ARE 
WRONG 
ABOUT EVIL
WE ARE 
IN BIG
TROUBLE

Our culture is bringing a knife to a 

gun fight.

You and I are being taught to do 

the same.

That can only end one way.

Badly.



FOR 
CHRISTIANS 
THE 
ISSUE IS 
EASILY 
SETTLED

Our culture may laugh when Satan 

is mentioned . . .

But Jesus didn’t.

End of  the debate.

So what does the Bible say?



ANY QUESTIONS?



SO WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?



ANGELS
An angel of  the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of  the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said 

to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news of  great joy that will be for all the 

people.  11 Today in the town of  David a 

Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ 

the Lord.   12 This will be a sign to you: You 

will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger." 13 Suddenly a great company 

of  the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

men on whom his favour rests.“  15 When 

the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven (Luk 2:9-15)
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ANGELS
An angel of  the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of  the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said 

to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
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the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven (Luk 2:9-15)



ANGELS Are not all angels ministering 

spirits sent to serve those who will 

inherit salvation? (Heb 1:14)



DEMONS A ‘Fall’ Before ‘The Fall’

God did not spare angels when they 

sinned, but sent them to hell, putting 

them into gloomy dungeons to be 

held for judgment; (2Pe 2:4)



DEMONS A ‘Fall’ Before ‘The Fall’

the angels who did not keep their 

positions of  authority but abandoned 

their own home - these he has kept in 

darkness, bound with everlasting 

chains for judgment on the great Day. 

(Jude 1:6)



DEMONS A ‘Fall’ Before ‘The Fall’

There was war in heaven. Michael and 

his angels fought against the dragon, 

and the dragon and his angels fought 

back. But he was not strong enough, 

and they lost their place in heaven. 

The great dragon was hurled down--

that ancient serpent called the devil, 

or Satan, who leads the whole world 

astray. He was hurled to the earth, 

and his angels with him. (Rev 12:7-9)



DEMONS A ‘Fall’ Before ‘The Fall’

When the dragon saw that he had been 

hurled to the earth, he pursued the 

woman who had given birth to the 

male child. The woman was given the 

two wings . . . so that she might fly to 

the place prepared for her in the 

desert, where she would be taken care 

of  . . . out of  the serpent's reach . . .



DEMONS A ‘Fall’ Before ‘The Fall’

Then the dragon was enraged at the 

woman and went off  to make war 

against the rest of  her offspring - those 

who obey God’s  commandments and 

hold to the testimony of  Jesus. 

(Rev 12:13-14,17)



DEMONS
Put on the full armour of  God so that 

you can take your stand against the 

devil's schemes. For our struggle is 

not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of  

this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of  evil in the heavenly 

realms. (Eph 6:11-12)



SATAN He must not be a recent convert, or 

he may become conceited and fall 

under the same judgment as the 

devil. (1Ti 3:6)



SATAN How you have fallen from heaven, O 

morning star, son of  the dawn! You 

have been cast down to the earth, 

you who once laid low the nations! 

You said in your heart, "I will ascend 

to heaven; I will raise my throne 

above the stars of  God; I will sit 

enthroned on the mount of  assembly, 

on the utmost heights of  the sacred 

mountain. (Isa 14:12-13)



ANY QUESTIONS?



A GREAT RESOURCE



MLJTRUST.ORG
SERMONS OF    

MARTYN LLOYD 

JONES FOR FREE
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