
THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

EPHESUS AND US



EPHESUS Important city

Centre of  Paganism

Centre of  the Occult

Acts 19 describes the gospel 

coming to this great city



PAUL 
COMES 
AND SOME 
AMAZING
THINGS
HAPPEN

19.1-7 - an encouraging start as 

Paul finds ‘believers’

19.8-10 – then two years of  

preaching and teaching

19.11-22 - some key moments 

in the battle

19.23-41 - Satan’s fightback



A REAL 
INSIGHT
INTO THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

We see how Satan wages war 

Defiant: The roaring lion

Deceptive: The performing lion

Under cover: The angel of  light

Arms length: The puppet master 



A REAL 
INSIGHT
INTO THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

We see how God wages war

Through his Son

Through his Spirit

Through his Word

Through his people

Through all people



HOW SATAN WAGES WAR



DEFIANT – A ROARING LION



PETER TALKS ABOUT THIS

1Peter 5.8-9 Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a 

roaring lion looking 

for someone to 

devour.



YOU SEE IT IN ACTS 19

Acts 19.11-12 God did extraordinary 

miracles through Paul . . . 

their illnesses were cured 

and the evil spirits left 

them.



YOU SEE IT IN ACTS 19

Acts 19.11-12 God did extraordinary 

miracles through Paul . . . 

their illnesses were cured 

and the evil spirits left 

them.



YOU SEE IT IN ACTS 19

Acts 19.13-16 explains 

more

Some Jews who went 

around driving out evil 

spirits tried to invoke the 

name of the Lord Jesus 

over those who were 

demon-possessed. 



YOU SEE IT IN ACTS 19

Acts 19.13-16 explains 

more

Some Jews who went 

around driving out evil 

spirits tried to invoke the 

name of the Lord Jesus 

over those who were 

demon-possessed. 



DEMON POSSESSION

What is it? Word is literally demonised.

Umbrella term for coming 

under the influence of  the 

demonic.

Demon possession is the 

worst type of  demonisation.



DEMON POSSESSION

What is it? Many examples in the 

Gospels. The context will show 

if  it is demon possession.

Definition - a personal 

spiritual power taking up 

residence and control within a 

person.



DEMON POSSESSION

We have 6 in detail The Gerasene: Mt 8:28-34; 

Mk 5:2-20; Lk 8: 26-39 

The mute man: Mt 9:32-34; 

Lk 11:14-26 

The blind and mute man: Mt 

12:22-28



DEMON POSSESSION

We have 6 in detail Syro-Phoenecian daughter: Mt 

15:22-28; Mk 7:25-30 

An epileptic boy: Mt 17:15 -

21; Mk 9:14-2 9; Lk 9:3 8-43 

The man in Capernaum: Mk 

1:21-28; Lk 4:33-36 



DEMON POSSESSION

Not a ‘pre-scientific’ way 

to describe a medical 

problem

People brought to him all who 

were ill with various diseases, 

those suffering severe pain, 

the demon-possessed, those 

having seizures, and the 

paralysed, and he healed 

them. (Mat 4:23-24)
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DEMON POSSESSION

Not a ‘pre-scientific’ way 

to describe a medical 

problem

those having seizures

Literally ‘moonstruck’ i.e. 

lunatics, used of epileptics or 

others suffering fits.

Point – distinguished from the 

demon possessed



DEMON POSSESSION

Not a ‘pre-scientific’ way 

to describe a medical 

problem

The demon possessed may 

have various medical 

problems.

Demon possession may cause 

medical problems.



DEMON POSSESSION

Not a ‘pre-scientific’ way 

to describe a medical 

problem

But medical problems may 

have other causes.

And the medical problem 

does not explain away demon 

possession.



DEMON POSSESSION

Many possible symptoms Some Jews who went around 

driving out evil spirits tried to 

invoke the name of the Lord 

Jesus over those who were 

demon-possessed. 



DEMON POSSESSION

Many possible symptoms They would say, "In the name 

of Jesus, whom Paul 

preaches, I command you to 

come out.“ Seven sons of 

Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, 

were doing this. One day the 

evil spirit answered them, 



DEMON POSSESSION

Many possible symptoms "Jesus I know, and I know 

about Paul, but who are you?“ 

Then the man who had the 

evil spirit jumped on them and 

overpowered them all. 



DEMON POSSESSION

Many possible symptoms He gave them such a beating 

that they ran out of the house 

naked and bleeding. 

(Act 19:13-16)



HOW DOES THIS HAPPEN

Satan needs a way in He claims to possess 

authority over the nations

I will give you all their 

authority and splendour, for it 

has been given to me, and I 

can give it to anyone I want 

to. (Luk 4:5-7)



HOW DOES THIS HAPPEN

Satan needs a way in But he does not

Satan rules though deceit not 

power

See it in Genesis 3

He needs permission



HOW DOES THIS HAPPEN

Satan needs a way in The Bible doesn’t say how 

demon possession happens.

But I don’t think it can just 

happen.

Someone has to open the 

door.



ANY QUESTIONS



POINT - HERE WE SEE HIS AGENDA

He is a roaring lion Satan wants to take control, 

to destroy, to murder.

He will destroy you if he can.



POINT - HERE WE SEE HIS AGENDA

He wants you to destroy 

yourself

Night and day among the 

tombs and in the hills he 

would cry out and cut himself 

with stones. (Mark 5:5)

He was a murderer from the 

beginning (Joh 8:44)



POINT - HERE WE SEE HIS AGENDA

He wants you in hell Depart from me, you who are 

cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his 

angels. (Mat 25:41)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

Total authority Whenever the evil spirits 

saw him, they fell down 

before him and cried out, 

"You are the Son of God.“ 

But he gave them strict 

orders not to tell who he 

was. (Mark 3.11-12)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

Jesus has bound Satan no-one can enter a strong 

man's house and carry off 

his possessions unless he 

first ties up the strong man. 

Then he can rob his house. 

(Mark 3.27)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

The cross was a key 

moment

now the prince of this world 

will be driven out. (John 

12.31)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

The cross was a key 

moment

having disarmed the powers 

and authorities, he made a 

public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the 

cross. (Colossians 2.15)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

This is why he came The reason the Son of God 

appeared was to destroy the 

devil's work. (1John 3.8)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

He is the creator of  these 

spirits

For by him all things were 

created: things in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities; all things 

were created by him and for 

him. (Colossians 1.16)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

He is Lord God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him 

the name that is above every 

name, that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

He is Lord in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father.

(Philippians 2.9-11)



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

Go back to Mark 5 When they came to Jesus, 

they saw the man who had 

been possessed by the 

legion of demons, sitting 

there, dressed and in his 

right mind



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

Go back to Mark 5 Go home to your family and 

tell them how much the Lord 

has done for you, and how 

he has had mercy on you.



POINT – AND THE POWER OF JESUS

With Christ we need not 

be afraid

Submit yourselves, then, to 

God. Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you. (James 

4.7)



ANY QUESTIONS



THE 
SPIRITUAL 
BATTLE

EPHESUS AND US



DECEPTIVE – PERFORMING LION



SEE THIS IN EPHESUS

Acts 19.18-19 Many of those who 

believed now came 

and openly confessed 

their evil deeds.



SEE THIS IN EPHESUS

Acts 19.18-19 A number who had 

practised sorcery 

brought their scrolls 

together and burned 

them publicly.



ANY QUESTIONS


